
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Season’s Greetings 
 

The Worshipful Master, officers and 
members of Perfection Lodge extend to 
you and your family, season’s greetings. 
May the Christmas Spirit permeate your 
home throughout this year and next and  
remember that the G.A.O.T.U. watches 
over us and keep us mindful that the 
birth of His son Jesus is the ‘reason for 
the season.’ 

 
 

Christmas Traditions: Whence 
they Come? 

The following article is by M. Snell 
and was printed in the December 2014 
summons for Plantagenet Preceptory 
No. 8. 
 

The concept of observing Christ's 
birthday goes back much farther than 
the nineteenth century -- in fact, the 
origin of the English word "Christmas" is 
found in the Old English Cristes Maesse 
(Mass of Christ). So what was it like to 
celebrate Christmas in the Middle Ages?  
Just exactly what Christmas was like 
depends not only on where it was 
observed, but when. In late antiquity, 
Christmas was a quiet and solemn 
occasion, marked by a special mass 
and calling for prayer and reflection. 
Until the fourth century, no fixed date 
had been formally set by the Church -- 
in some places it was observed in April 
or May, in others in January and even in 
November. It was Pope Julius I who 
officially fixed the date at December 
25th, and why exactly he chose the date 
is still not clear. Although it is possible 

that it was a deliberate Christianization 
of a pagan holiday, many other factors 
seem to have come into play.  

More commonly (and 
enthusiastically) celebrated was the 
Epiphany. This is another holiday whose 
origins are sometimes lost in the 
festivities of the moment. It is generally 
believed that Epiphany marked the visit 
of the Magi and their bestowal of gifts on 
the Christ child, but it is more likely that 
the holiday originally celebrated Christ's 
baptism, instead. Nevertheless 
Epiphany, or Twelfth Night, was much 
more popular and festive than 
Christmas in the early middle ages, and 
was a time for the bestowal of gifts in 
the tradition of the three Wise Men -- a 
custom that survives to this day.  

In time, Christmas grew in popularity 
-- and as it did so, many of the Pagan 
traditions associated with the winter 
solstice became associated with 
Christmas as well. New customs 
particular to the Christian holiday also 
arose. The Yuletide became a time for 
feasting and socializing as well as a 
time for prayer.  

Many of the customs we observe 
today originated in the middle ages.  

Among the Pagan traditions that 
have become part of Christmas is 
burning the yule log. This custom 
springs from many different cultures, but 
in all of them its significance seems to 
lie in the iul or "wheel" of the year. The 
Druids would bless a log and keep it 
burning for 12 days during the winter 
solstice; part of the log was kept for the 
following year, when it would be used to 
light the new yule log. For the Vikings, 
the yule log was an integral part of their 
celebration of the solstice, the julfest; on 
the log they would carve runes 
representing unwanted traits (such as ill 
fortune or poor honour) that they wanted 
the gods to take from them.  

Wassail comes from the Old English 
words waes hael, which means "be 
well," "be hale," or "good health." A 
strong, hot drink (usually a mixture of 

ale, honey, and spices) would be put in 
a large bowl, and the host would lift it 
and greet his companions with "waes 
hael," to which they would reply "drinc 
hael," which meant "drink and be well." 
Over the centuries some non-alcoholic 
versions of wassail evolved.  

Other customs developed as part of 
Christian belief. For example, Mince 
Pies (so called because they contained 
shredded or minced meat) were baked 
in oblong casings to represent Jesus' 
crib, and it was important to add three 
spices (cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg) 
for the three gifts given to the Christ 
child by the Magi. The pies were not 
very large, and it was thought lucky to 
eat one mince pie on each of the twelve 
days of Christmas (ending with 
Epiphany, the 6th of January).  

 
Food  

The ever-present threat of hunger 
was triumphantly overcome with a feast, 
and in addition to the significant fare 
mentioned above, all manner of food 
would be served at Christmas. The most 
popular main course was goose, but 
many other meats were also served. 
Turkey was first brought to Europe from 
the Americas around 1520 (its earliest 
known consumption in England is 1541), 
and because it was inexpensive and 
quick to fatten, it rose in popularity as a 
Christmas  

Humble (or 'umble) pie was made 
from the "humbles" of a deer -- the 
heart, liver, brains and so forth. While 
the lords and ladies ate the choice cuts, 
the servants baked the humbles into a 
pie (which of course made them go 
further as a source of food). This 
appears to be the origin of the phrase, 
"to eat humble pie." By the seventeenth 
century Humble Pie had become a 
trademark Christmas food, as evidenced 
when it was outlawed along with other 
Christmas traditions by Oliver Cromwell 
and the Puritan government. The 
Christmas pudding of Victorian and 
modern times evolved from the 
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medieval dish of frumenty -- a spicy, 
wheat-based dessert. Many other 
desserts were made as welcome treats 
for children and adults alike.  

 
FRUMENTY  
 
Curye on Inglysch, 15th c.  
 
To make frumente. Tak clene whete & 
braye yt wel in a morter tyl the holes gon 
of; sethe it til it breste in water. Nym it 
up & lat it cole. Tak good broth & sweet 
mylk of kyn or of almand & tempere it 
therwith. Nym yelkys of eyren rawe & 
saffroun & cast therto; salt it; lat it 
naught boyle after the eyren ben cast 
therinne. Messe if forth with venesoun 
or with fat motoun fresch.  
 
The Modern Version:  
10 oz kibbled (cracked) wheat, bulgur 
may be substituted if necessary  
5 cups water  
1/3 cup beef stock  
1/3 cup milk  
2 egg yolks, beaten  
pinch of dried saffron threads  
salt to taste 
Boil the kibbled wheat in the water until 
softened, about 15 minutes. Remove 
from the heat and allow to stand for 
another 15 minutes or until the water is 
absorbed. Add the stock and milk (or 
almond milk) and bring back to a boil. 
Reduce heat to low and stir mixture for 
about 5 minutes. Stir in egg yolks and 
saffron and continue stirring until the 
egg starts to thicken. Do not let the 
mixture boil. Remove from the heat and 
allow to stand for 5 minutes before 
serving. The mixture will continue to 
thicken during this period.  
 
Christmas Trees and Plants  

The tree was an important symbol to 
every Pagan culture. The oak in 
particular was venerated by the Druids. 
Evergreens, which in ancient Rome 
were thought to have special powers 
and were used for decoration, 
symbolized the promised return of life in 
the spring and came to symbolize 
eternal life for Christians. The Vikings 
hung fir and ash trees with war trophies 
for good luck.  

In the middle ages, the Church 
would decorate trees with apples on 
Christmas Eve, which they called "Adam 
and Eve Day." However, the trees 
remained outdoors. In sixteenth-century 
Germany, it was the custom for a fir tree 
decorated with paper flowers to be 
carried though the streets on Christmas 
Eve to the town square, where, after a 

great feast and celebration that included 
dancing around the tree, it would be 
ceremonially burned.  

Holly, ivy, and mistletoe were all 
important plants to the Druids. It was 
believed that good spirits lived in the 
branches of holly. Christians believed 
that the berries had been white before 
they were turned red by Christ's blood 
when he was made to wear the crown of 
thorns. Ivy was associated with the 
Roman god Bacchus and was not 
allowed by the Church as decoration 
until later in the middle ages, when a 
superstition that it could help recognize 
witches and protect against plague 
arose.  

 
Entertainment  

Christmas may owe its popularity in 
medieval times to liturgical dramas and 
mysteries presented in the church. The 
most popular subject for such dramas 
and tropes was the Holy Family, 
particularly the Nativity. As interest in 
the Nativity grew, so did Christmas as a 
holiday. Carols, though very popular in 
the later middle ages, were at first 
frowned on by the Church. B ut, as with 
most popular entertainment, they 
eventually evolved to a suitable format, 
and the Church relented.  

The Twelve Days of Christmas may 
have been a game set to music. One 
person would sing a stanza, and 
another would add his own lines to the 
song, repeating the first person's verse. 
Another version states it was a Catholic 
"catechism memory song" that helped 
oppressed Catholics in England during 
the Reformation remember facts about 
God and Jesus at a time when 
practicing their faith could get them 
killed.  

Pantomimes and mumming were 
another form of popular Christmas 
entertainment, particularly in England. 
These casual plays without words 
usually involved dressing up as a 
member of the opposite gender and 
acting out comic stories. By M. Snell. 

 
 

ROUND LIKE A SHOT 
 
This story written by a Tony 

Gladstone was published in an UK 
newspaper: 

 
Going to bed the other night, I 

noticed people in my garden shed 
stealing things.   

I phoned the police but was told no 
one was in the area to help.  They said 

they would send someone over as soon 
as possible. 

I hung up.  A minute later I rang 
again. “Hello,” I said, “I called you a 
minute ago because there were people 
in my shed.  You don’t have to hurry 
now because I’ve shot them.” 

Within minutes there were half a 
dozen police cars in the area, plus 
helicopters and an armed response unit.  
They caught the burglars red-handed. 

One of the officers said: “I thought 
you said you’d shot them.” 

To which I replied: “I thought you 
said there was no one available.” 

 
 

 
SPOTLIGHT on . . . 

 
Bro. Winfield Longe 

 
50 years ago, Winfield Longe 

arrived in Montreal seeking higher 
education and a comfortable lifestyle.  
Little did he know that he would achieve 
both, and more, by becoming Canada’s 
first Black sea captain. 

“It’s funny but I didn’t set out to be a 
trailblazer by becoming the first in 
anything,” said Bro. Winfield Longe, who 
eight years ago, “All I wanted was 
higher education and a job.  Things just 
happened to fall in place for me and I 
am thankful for everything from working 
with wonderful people to getting the 
opportunity to travel throughout Canada 
and the United States.” 

The son of a shipwright, Brother 
Longe was a sailor in his native Guyana 



before migrating in 1964 to join his 
sister, Marcelle Longe, who passed 
away last January. She arrived in 
Canada in 1963 under the West Indian 
Domestic Scheme program that allowed 
100 Caribbean women to enter the 
country annually at the time. 

A graduate of Montreal’s Marine and 
Electronics Navigational School, Brother 
Longe was an Able-Bodied seaman with 
Canadian Steamship Lines for three 
months, and Third Officer with the 
defunct Hall Corporation for six months, 
before joining Upper Lakes Shipping, 
which maintained a fleet of freighters on 
the Great Lakes for eight decades 
before selling its fleet to Algoma Central 
three years ago. 

Starting as a Fourth Officer, Winfield 
Longe was appointed Captain in 1975, 
Fleet Captain six years later and 
Commodore in 1998. 

Nearly 18 months after becoming a 
shipmaster, he captained the largest dry 
bulk carrier in Canada at the time. 
Measuring 800 feet long and 116 feet 
wide, the vessel transported oil and dry 
cargo almost 200 nautical miles 
between Sorel-Tracy and Havre-Saint-
Pierre in Quebec. 

“This was an extremely huge ship 
with no bow thruster which plays a vital 
part in maneuvering and navigating 
vessels,” said Winfield.  “I was able to 
moor the ship for the three months I 
spent on it without the bow thruster 
which provides assistance in berthing a 
ship without taking up too much time.” 

When the vessel was caught in a 
fierce storm with a 90 miles an hour 
wind and waves reaching almost 30 
feet, Longe and his crew used their 
expertise to guide the ship to safety.  
“That was one of the few bad 
experiences I had at sea,“ he recounted.  
“The vessel was very difficult to 
manoeuver and we almost lost some 
hatches.” 

Brother Longe, who moved to 
Toronto in 1970 after completing radar 
observer courses at George Brown 
College three years earlier, also 
captained the Canadian Pioneer, which 
had a left handed propeller. “Most ships 
have right-handed propellers that turn 
clockwise,” he said.  The propeller on 
the Canadian Pioneer rotated anti-
clockwise which most captains didn’t 
like because you were taken out of your 
comfort zone.” 

In 1995, Winfield Longe was 
selected from among 35 candidates to 
co-ordinate the mooring of ships to 
concrete platforms of drilling rigs in the 
North Sea.  He also taught a shipmaster 

business course at Georgian College 
and was consulted on the preparation of 
the Atmospheric Environmental 
Program Alternative Service Delivery 
study. 

Brother Longe was the President of 
the Shipmaster’s Association of 
Niagara, and he credits the time he 
spent at the Guyana Technical Institute 
with preparing him for the challenge of 
breaking into Canada’s maritime sector 
and making history. 

“This is a tough industry to crack, 
particularly for visible minorities in 
Canada,” said Longe.  “The marine 
course that I did there was really helpful 
in allowing me to make an almost 
seamless transition here.  There were 
challenges along the way, but I had the 
grounding in the field that served me 
well.  The other thing that helped is that 
I came here with no preconceived 
notions. I was willing to learn and put in 
the hard work to get where I want.” 

 
The above article is reprinted from 

Fanfair Magazine and was forwarded to 
the editor. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Brother Winfield 

Longe was initiated into masonry at 
Perfection Lodge No. 616 on May 13, 
1974, passed on September 9, 1974 
and raised on September 22, 1975.  He 
still attends Perfection Lodge even 
though he resides in Toronto.  

 
  

 
Niagara A District 

Trestle Board 
 

Upcoming events in Niagara A 
District in the upcoming weeks: 

 
D.D.G.M. OFFICIAL VISITS 

 
Seymour Lodge No. 277 .............Feb 11 
Accompanied by Temple Lodge No. 296 
 
Mountain Lodge No. 221..............Feb 19 
Accompanied by St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 
661 
 
Niagara Lodge No. 2.....................Mar 4 
Accompanied by Maple Leaf Lodge No. 103 
 
Brock Daylight Lodge No. 745.....Mar 14 
Accompanied by Perfection Lodge No. 616 
 
Temple Lodge No. 296................Mar 18 
Accompanied by Adanac Lodge No. 614 
 
St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 661........Mar 27 
Accompanied by St. George’s Lodge No. 15 

Ivy Lodge No. 115..........................Apr 7 
Accompanied by Amity Lodge No. 32 
 
Dufferin Lodge No. 338 ...............Apr 21 
Accompanied by Grantham Lodge No. 697 

**DDGM Homecoming** 
 

INSTALLATIONS 
 
Niagara Lodge No. 2....................Dec 27 
Ivy Lodge No. 115..........................Jan 6 
Temple Lodge No. 296.................Jan 21 
St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 661.........Jan 23 
Perfection Lodge No. 616............May 11 
Amity Lodge No. 32....................May 13 
Maple Leaf Lodge No. 103..........May 14 
Grantham Lodge No. 697............May 25 
Coronation Lodge No. 502...........June 1 
Adanac Lodge No. 614..................Jun 4 
Dufferin Lodge No. 338................Jun 16 
Mountain Lodge No. 221..............Jun 18 
St. Gerorge’s Lodge No. 15..........Jun 25 
 

LADIES NIGHTS 
 

Temple Lodge No. 296 
February 14, 2015 

Coppola’s Banquet Centre 
203 Carlton Street,  

St. Catharines 
 

Tri-Lodge Ladies Night 
Mountain No.221, 
Adanac No.614, 

Grantham No.697 
March 7, 2015 

Delphi Banquet Facilities 
4414 Portage Road,  

Niagara Falls 
 

Dufferin Lodge No. 338 
April 25, 2015 

Wellandport Community Centre 
5024 Regional Road # 63, 

Wellandport 
 

Ivy Lodge No. 115 
May 23, 2015 

Beamsville Seniors Centre 
4361 Central Avenue, 

Beamsville 
 

Inter-District Visitation 
Niagara ‘A’ to Niagara ‘B’ 

April 9, 2015 
Copestone Lodge No. 373 

1394 Haist Street 
Fonthill 

 
Niagara ‘B’ District Divine 

Service 
St. David’s Anglican Church 

369 Thorold Rd. W 
Welland 

April 26, 2015 @ 2:00pm 



WILLIAM MERCER WILSON AWARD 
Presentation by 

M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell 
To  

Bro. Albert Walz 
St. George’s Lodge No. 15 
Tuesday, January 13th. 2015 

 

 
 

Bro. Albert Walz 
 
 
 

GRAND MASTER’S 
RECEPTION & BANQUET 

 

 
 

M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell 
 

Saturday, February 28, 2015 
 

Club Roma 
Vansickle Road, St. Catharines 

Tickets: TBA 
 
Set this date aside in your 

calendars, and check the District 
website for regular updates. 

LODGE OF INSTRUCTION 
 
This event is hosted by Perfection 

Lodge on behalf of Niagara A District.  
The Lodge of Instruction will focus on 
the rubrics and floor work as set out in 
the Book of Work, Book of Installation & 
Investiture, Mechanics of the Work and 
Questions & Answers.  There will also 
be a session on the Masonic Memorial 
Service. 

The event is open to all Master 
Masons and will be of special interest to 
the line officers and those planning on 
going through the chairs.  The day starts 
with Coffee and ends with a light lunch 
at noon.  

 
Saturday, January 10, 2015 
 

08:30 am Sign-In, Coffee and Muffins 
9:00 am Instruction in the Lodge Room 

12 Noon Luncheon Served 
 

Masonic Memorial Temple 
23 Centre Street, St. Catharines 

 
The Importance of attending this 

event is highlighted in these comments 
from R.W. Bro. Norman E. McLean, 
DDGM for Niagara ‘A’ District in a letter 
to all lodges in the District: 
 

To: The Brethren of Niagara “A” , 
 

In my travels I have witnessed many 
versions or interpretations of the WORK. 
The majority of our district does 
excellent work, with a few exceptions. 
Other districts visited, have similar 
versions as well BUT we all do not seem 
to be on the same page. We must read 
and practice our work. Pay attention not 
only to the ritual but also the mechanics 
that go along with the work. Be prepared 
for what is expected when doing the 
work.  

 
On Saturday, January 10, 2015 at 

23 Centre St. there will be a LODGE of 
INSTRUCTION.  

 
V.W. Bro. Michael Locke, District 

Chairman of Masonic Education, and his 
team are taking great pains to supply 
the brethren of our district with as much 
information as possible on the ritual and 
mechanics of the Work. I am looking 
forward to seeing as many of you there 
as possible, within the length of your 
C.T. This will no doubt act as a refresher 
for us older officers and will definitely 
benefit our younger officers and 
brethren in their travels through the 
chairs in their respective lodges. So 

come on out, ask questions, participate 
and I know that at the end of the day, 
we will all go home with a better 
understanding of the WORK to be done. 

 
 
 

The Charles A. Sankey 
Lecture Series Presents 

 

 
 

Dr. Susan M. Sommers: 
 

The Masonic Empire of 
Thomas Dunckerley: 

England to Quebec and 
the Broad Oceans In-

between 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2015 3 p.m. 
 
Brought to you by the Grand Lodge 
Brock University Partnership Committee 
& Brock University 
 

David S. Howes Theatre 
Brock University 

 

 
 

Dr. Susan M. Sommers 
 

Dr. Susan M. Sommers is Professor 
of History, Saint Vincent College in 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania. Dr. Sommers is 
the author of Parliamentary Politics of a 
County and its Town: General Elections 
in Suffolk and Ipswich in the Eighteenth 
Century (Greenwood Press, 2002) and 
Thomas Dunckerley and English 
Freemasonry (Pickering & Chatto, 
2012).  

 
Her current book projects include: 

Dr. Ebenezer Sibly and his Circle: A 
Family’s Life in Books in Georgian 
London, and The Radical Brotherhood: 



The Society of the Gentlemen 
Supporters of the Bill of Rights.  

 
Both of these projects involve 

placing Freemasonry and Freemasons 
into a larger contemporary context. 

 
This annual lecture series is named 

in honour of R.W. Bro. Charles A. 
Sankey (1905-2009) and is part of the 
partnership between the Grand Lodge of 
Canada in the Province of Ontario and 
Brock University. Dr. Sankey served as 
Chancellor of Brock University from 
1969 to 1974. A renowned Masonic 
scholar, he was active in all the 
concordant bodies of Masonry including 
the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite, 
the Royal Order of Scotland, and Royal 
Arch Masons. His extensive collection of 
rare Masonic books and papers is in the 
Special Collections of the James Gibson 
Library at Brock, providing a rich 
resource for research scholars and 
students. 

 
Tickets are required, but to enable 

university students to be exposed to this 
exemplary speaker and program, they 
will be free. We are again asking 
Masons who are able to do so, to make 
a tax-deductible donation to the Masonic 
Foundation of Ontario, Brock University 
Partnership Project Number 2937, in 
lieu of the price of a ticket. General 
contributions to the overall project can 
be made through the same project 
number. 

 
Tickets will be available in early 

2015. There will be a limit of 5 tickets 
per request. 

 
All contributions should be made 

through the Masonic Foundation of 
Ontario, Project Number 2937. The 
Foundation can be contacted at 361 
King St. West. Hamilton, ON. L8P 1B4. 
(905) 527-9105 or FAX:(905)527-8859 
E-Mail: melvyn.duke@sympatico.ca or 
masonicfoundation.on.ca 
 

More information about the Sankey 
Lecture Series is available at 
sankeylectures.ca 
 
 
 

YOUTH INITIATIVES IN 
MASONRY 

 
Since 2007 the Masons of Ontario have 
explored ways to support the Masonic 
Youth Groups of Ontario which are the 
Rainbow Girls, Jobs Daughters and 

DeMolay for young men. These youth 
groups require our physical participation 
as well as our financial support to 
remain active and grow. 

Job’s Daughter’s International 

Founded in Omaha, 
Nebraska in 1920, Job’s 
Daughter’s International 
is an Order whose 
purpose is to band 
together young girls with 

Masonic Relationship from ages 10-20 
for character building through moral and 
spiritual development by teaching: 

• A greater reverence for God  
• Loyalty to the Flag and the 

Country for which it stands;  
• Respect for parents and 

guardians  

There are currently Bethels in 
Canada, the United States, Australia, 
Brazil & the Philippines. The 
organization encourages its members to 
be a significant influence for good, and it 
is not only involved with charitable work, 
but also promotes education through 
scholarships, and social development 
through competitive events and parties. 

Learn more: 
http://www.ontarioiojd.bravehost.com/ 

DeMolay  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Started in 1919, DeMolay is a fraternal 
organization for young men between the 
ages of 12 and 21.  

In order to join DeMolay, a young man 
must be at least 12 years old, be 
younger than 21, believe in God/a 
Supreme Being, and strive to be a good 
person. Through two degrees, DeMolay 
teaches seven precepts or basic life 
principles upon which DeMolay 
members should base their lives :   

• Love of Parents (Filial Love) 
• Reverence for Sacred Things 
• Courtesy 

• Comradeship 
• Fidelity (faithfulness) 
• Cleanness 
• Patriotism  

DeMolay is an organization dedicated to 
preparing young men to lead successful, 
happy, and productive lives. Basing its 
approach on timeless principles and 
practical, hands-on experience,  

DeMolay opens its doors to young men 
aged 12 to 21 by developing civic 
awareness, personal responsibility and 
leadership skills so vitally needed in 
society today. DeMolay combines this 
serious mission with a fun approach that 
builds important bonds of friendship 
among members in more than 1,000 
chapters worldwide. 

 Learn more: 
http://www.demolayontario.org 

International Order of the 
Rainbow 

 

 

 

 

The International Order of the Rainbow 
for Girls is a fun and dynamic 
organization that embraces omen 
between the ages 11-21, regardless of 
race or religious background. Rainbow 
motivates girls to achieve their life goals, 
build their self-confidence and 
encourages them to “make a difference” 
in their home and community.  

Rainbow encourages girls to practice 
many lessons in her everyday life. 
These lessons include, but are not 
limited to, self-respect, loving others, 
respect for religion and culture, caring 
for the environment, keeping her word, 
and striving to be an active citizen who 
can make a difference in the community, 
city and country. 

Learn more: http://www.canadaiorg.org/ 

 
 
 
 

mailto:melvyn.duke@sympatico.ca
http://www.ontarioiojd.bravehost.com/
http://www.demolayontario.org/
http://www.canadaiorg.org/


Congratulations to Dufferin 
Lodge No. 338 

 

 
 
on a very successful Christmas Dinner on 
Saturday December 13th, 2014. 
 

Over 136 community friends and 
masons and their families converged on 
the Community Hall for Dufferin’s 
Annual Christmas spectacular.  This 
event has been held for over 27 years 
and is one of nicest social events held in 
the District. Well done to everybody who 
helped feed the masses with local 
grown fresh turkey cooked to perfection. 
 
 
...and let us not forget our own 
2nd. Annual Widows’ and 
Families Christmas Dinner. 
 

We had an enjoyable Christmas 
Dinner at St. Thomas Anglican Church 
on Saturday, December 6th. And while it 
was not as big as Duifferin’s it was just 
as much fun.  This is only the second 
year for this event and planning is 
already under way for the third. 

 
A special thank you has to go out to 

all the ladies that worked tirelessly in the 
kitchen before, during and after the 
meal.  Thank you to all those who 
donated food for the dinner. Nobody 
went home hungry.   

 
A thank you must also go out to Bro. 

John Branderhorst who set up the hall 
for us and assisted after the event, and 
to Bro. Canon  Kevin Bothwell who 
made the facilities available to us. 

 
 
Niagara ‘A’ hockey team 

challenges the masons of 
Boston 

 
W. Bro. Mark-Anderson McGaw of St. 
George’s Lodge No. 15 and W. Bro. 
Kevin Haner of Ivy Lodge No. 338 have 
put together a road trip to Boston,  
Massachusetts to challenge the masons 
there to a hockey match. BUT, you do 
not have to be a hockey player to enjoy 
the event as there will the opportunity to 

tour the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
as well as attending a lodge meeting. 
 

This trip is open to all masons of 
Niagara A. Cost of the event is 
estimated to be no more than $450.00 
and a $200.00 non-refundable deposit 
will be required at the time of booking. 

 
Date: Friday, February 6th. to 

Sunday, February 8th. 2015 
 

Departure will be early Friday by 
luxury coach arriving in Boston in the 
afternoon.  You will check in at the 
Courtyard Marriott Hotel. In the evening 
there is an opportunity to attend a Lodge 
meeting followed by dinner. 

 
Saturday, you have an opportunity 

to tour the facilities of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts and in the evening 
you can play or watch the Niagara A 
team take on the Boston players in a 
friendly hockey game.  Following the 
game you can participate in the night life 
of Boston. 

 
Sunday morning you board your 

luxury coach for the drive back to St. 
Catharines. 

 
Food and personal expense items 

are not included in the pricing. 
 

 
 
To reserve your spot please contact 

Mark-Anderson McGaw at (905) 980-
1234 or wm@stgeorges15.com or Kevin 
Haner at (905) 327-3040 or 
twohaners@sympatico.ca  

 
The more that sign up the lower the 

cost per attendee. 
 
 
 

From the Grand Master, 
M.W.Bro. Donald A. Campbell 

The Holiday Season - As Masons, 
we enjoy this time of year when we can 
reflect on what has been achieved 
during the year. There is no doubt that 
our membership is one of our greatest 
strengths. We talk a lot about how we 
can make a difference and we are all 
truly privileged to belong to a fraternity 

where we can make a difference in the 
lives of others every day. It is really 
important that we continually recognize 
and appreciate that it is indeed we, as a 
collective, who make the greatest 
difference and not any one individual.  

 
As the day grows closer we find 

ourselves thinking of the past, from our 
childhood through adulthood. Let us 
remember the joy of spending time with 
our family, the feeling of peace that the 
season brings with it and the excitement 
of knowing that each year will be full of 
new memories that we will cherish for 
years to come. I also hope that the 
holidays will bring you a sense of peace 
within as well as a feeling of goodwill 
toward all, and that you will show great 
mercy and compassion for others who 
may be less fortunate.  

 
Brethren, remember family and work 

obligations come first, but work hard for 
your lodge, as well. Live life wide and 
stay in balance. Cherish the things that 
are most important to you. I look forward 
to 2015 in anticipation of continued 
success in helping our membership 
achieve their goals and welcoming new 
members into Freemasonry to help us 
make a difference. 

  
This holiday season is a time of 

celebration, joy and togetherness and I 
certainly hope that these sentiments can 
be enjoyed by all families over this 
period. I hope the New Year brings 
renewed hope, health, energy and 
success.  

 
Donald A. Campbell  
Grand Master 
 
 

 
 

Please do not forget to forward all 
information on activities carried out in 
the furtherance of our Cornerstone 
designation during the next two years. 

 
We have re-applied for the 

Cornerstone project so that we continue 
with the designation in 2016-2018.  
Please forward all information to V.W. 
Bro. Mike Locke at mjlocke@cogeco.ca 
who is the Perfection Cornerstone Co-
ordinator. 

mailto:wm@stgeorges15.com
mailto:twohaners@sympatico.ca
mailto:mjlocke@cogeco.ca
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	Congratulations to Dufferin Lodge No. 338
	on a very successful Christmas Dinner on Saturday December 13th, 2014.
	Over 136 community friends and masons and their families converged on the Community Hall for Dufferin’s Annual Christmas spectacular.  This event has been held for over 27 years and is one of nicest social events held in the District. Well done to eve...
	...and let us not forget our own 2nd. Annual Widows’ and Families Christmas Dinner.
	We had an enjoyable Christmas Dinner at St. Thomas Anglican Church on Saturday, December 6th. And while it was not as big as Duifferin’s it was just as much fun.  This is only the second year for this event and planning is already under way for the th...
	A special thank you has to go out to all the ladies that worked tirelessly in the kitchen before, during and after the meal.  Thank you to all those who donated food for the dinner. Nobody went home hungry.
	A thank you must also go out to Bro. John Branderhorst who set up the hall for us and assisted after the event, and to Bro. Canon  Kevin Bothwell who made the facilities available to us.
	Niagara ‘A’ hockey team challenges the masons of Boston
	W. Bro. Mark-Anderson McGaw of St. George’s Lodge No. 15 and W. Bro. Kevin Haner of Ivy Lodge No. 338 have put together a road trip to Boston,  Massachusetts to challenge the masons there to a hockey match. BUT, you do not have to be a hockey player t...
	This trip is open to all masons of Niagara A. Cost of the event is estimated to be no more than $450.00 and a $200.00 non-refundable deposit will be required at the time of booking.
	Date: Friday, February 6th. to Sunday, February 8th. 2015
	Departure will be early Friday by luxury coach arriving in Boston in the afternoon.  You will check in at the Courtyard Marriott Hotel. In the evening there is an opportunity to attend a Lodge meeting followed by dinner.
	Saturday, you have an opportunity to tour the facilities of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and in the evening you can play or watch the Niagara A team take on the Boston players in a friendly hockey game.  Following the game you can participate in t...
	Sunday morning you board your luxury coach for the drive back to St. Catharines.
	Food and personal expense items are not included in the pricing.
	To reserve your spot please contact Mark-Anderson McGaw at (905) 980-1234 or wm@stgeorges15.com or Kevin Haner at (905) 327-3040 or twohaners@sympatico.ca
	The more that sign up the lower the cost per attendee.
	From the Grand Master, M.W.Bro. Donald A. Campbell

